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Latest demo proj-
ect at KCD: Lawn 
Amendment. These 
giant letters were 
formed by aerating 
and then adding 
compost to grow a 
noticeably health-
ier stand of grass. 
They will graphi-
cally illustrate how 
healthy lawns can 
infiltrate rainwater.

Green Stormwater Solutions for You

P.O. Box 2472
Silverdale, WA 98383
360-337-7171
www.kitsapcd.org

We have expanded our toolbox for solving stormwater problems! This year, our rain garden program has added incen-
tives for several new types of projects that address stormwater dilemmas—including soakage trenches, lawn aeration, 
native plantings, and cisterns. The launch of these new projects has contributed toward our aim, as a partner in Clean 
Water Kitsap, to encourage landowners in Kitsap to implement green stormwater solutions. 
With these new projects, we can address a wider range of stormwater issues for a greater number of Kitsap landowners. 
Rain gardens are still a prominent feature of our program, while the new projects offer an alternative for properties that 
do not have feasible sites for building a rain garden. 

In addition to reducing stormwater runoff, each project offers unique opportunities to promote conservation knowl-
edge and practices. Cisterns allow people to conserve groundwater by reusing rainwater for gardens and lawns, while 
native plants provide habitat for pollinators and other wildlife. These are just two examples of the enhancements that 
the new projects can offer throughout Kitsap communities. With well over forty completed projects and several more 
in progress, 2014 is proving to be an exciting year for the rain garden program! 

By Eric Lee-Mäder 
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation

Almost daily there is another flood of news articles about the ongoing decline of bees and 
other pollinators. Sadly this attention is justified as new research reveals the unprecedented 

toll that pesticides and habitat loss are having on pollinators. Faced with these reports, it’s a critical time for everyone to 
be helping bring back the pollinators, and fall is a particularly good time to begin. 

The best way to help our insect heroes is to plant native wildflowers and reduce the use of insecticides. Beyond those 
important strategies, everyone with a garden or farm can further enhance their landscape for bees with flowering cover 
crops. And right now is the perfect time to get started.

In cold climates like western Washington, fall-seeded cover crop options are more limited than spring-seeded options. 
However, a simple cold-hardy mix of rye and crimson clover planted right now will jump-start your bee and other pollina-
tor populations next spring when that clover starts to flower. 

Even better, the boost of pollen and nectar that the cover crop will provide in the spring will also increase other bene-
ficial insects such as lacewings, syrphid flies, and pirate bugs, all of which prey upon pest insects. And of course, winter 
cover crops protect the soil from rain, maintaining soil nutrients and protecting against runoff. 

For a winter cover crop that can help you bring back pollinators to your farm or garden follow these six basic strategies: 

1. Broadcast ½ lb crimson clover seed and 1 lb rye seed per 1000 square feet, raking it lightly into the soil surface.
2. For northwest Washington, plan your cover crop seeding between early and mid-autumn.
3. Wait as long as you can to remove the cover crop in the spring so that bees can use more of the pollen and nectar. 
4. Leave as much cover crop residue as possible to protect nests and any dormant adult bees (such as bumble bee 

queens). 
5. Minimize insecticide use (even organic insecticides!) in fields where cover crops were previously planted to avoid 

harming beneficial insects eggs or pupae that may be in the cover crop residue. 
6. Consider leaving a few small strips of the cover crop around the farm to remain flowering throughout the growing 

season.

Jump-Start Spring Pollinators 
with Winter Cover Crops



Since 2011, KCD has been partnering with the Kitsap 
County Public Works Stormwater Division to naturalize 
stormwater ponds. What does “naturalizing” mean? Tradi-
tionally, storm ponds were planted with non-native grasses 
that needed to be mowed on a regular basis. When a pond 
is naturalized, the existing sod is stripped off, compacted 
soils are amended and native species are planted. After-
ward, mowing is greatly reduced or even eliminated.

There are many other benefits to naturalizing storm ponds. 
Improving the soil and encouraging deeply rooting plants 
increases infiltration and reduces erosion and runoff of 
polluted stormwater.  Established native plantings help 
prevent weeds from invading an area.  Native plants pro-
vide habitat for beneficial native fauna, such as insects and 
birds, and add attractive landscaping to a neighborhood.

The Quail Hollow Storm Pond on Silverdale Way was natural-
ized this spring, and a foot path was constructed around the 
perimeter of the pond. If you walk the path next sum- 
mer you’ll see blooming native perennials, such as lupine, 
columbine, coastal gumweed and fringe cup. Including na- 
tive blooming plants like these greatly improves pollinator 
habitat. Stop by and check it out!

New Look for Kitsap Stormwater Ponds

Coastal Gumweed 
blooms in a retrofitted 
stormwater pond.
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This summer, KCD was excited and grateful to learn that 
projects totaling $96,625 were awarded cost share by the 
Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC). These 
projects include manure bins, mud-free footing for live-
stock paddocks, fencing, pasture planting and more. 

Each year the WSCC uses a different criterion for selecting 
projects. This year they chose projects in watersheds with 
threatened commercial shellfish growing areas. In the past, 
they have had different selection criteria or specific water-
sheds. Because of this, we can’t predict what projects will 

be selected, but the only way your farm project will have a 
possibility of being chosen is to contact us to discuss, plan, 
and enter it into the database used by WSCC for selection.

Cost share can cover a wide range of projects, including 
fencing, manure bins, mud-free footing, gutters and down-
spouts, underground outlets, swales and pasture planting.
If you’re interested, contact one of our Resource Planners 
for details. If your project is already in our database but 
didn’t get selected this year, please continue to stay in 
touch and keep us apprised of the projects you plan or 
hope to do.

Cost Share for Farm Practices

KCD 
engineer, 
Rich Geiger 
standing 
on a new 
paddock 
Heavy Use 
Area

Waste Storage bins are ready 
for collection of manure and 
bedding for composting.

Cooperators since 2010, David and Janis Gibbard own a 
small horse farm in Olalla. Janis is an avid trail rider with 
her mustang Blue, and David plans to learn how to drive 
their spotted pony, Two Ropes. 

The Gibbard’s first project with us was to install cross 
fencing in their pasture, and from there they have been 
unstoppable.  Their next big project was to create a mud-
free heavy use area to keep their ponies on when the grass 
gets grazed low or the ground is wet. This involved adding 
fences, drainage, and gravel footing. The stalls no longer 
flood like they used to, in fact, according to Janis, “they are 
so dry you could sleep out there.” 

Janis says even though she has had horses for years, she 
didn’t muck out regularly or practice good pasture man-
agement until she became a cooperator. Now that she’s 
following her farm plan, she can turn her ponies out much 
more than before without having overgrazed pastures.  
She has enjoyed working with KCD because “they’re at all 
kinds of farms and it’s free. And they’ll come up with stuff 
that you would never come up with on your own.”

 

Less Mud, More Grass for the Gibbard Farm

Building the Heavy 
Use paddock to 
prevent mud.

Every year the District honors landowners who have done 
an exceptional job of preserving natural resources on 
their property. This year the Cooperator of the Year Award 
goes to Chris and Jen Horne who own Seaport Salon in 
Old Town Silverdale. They recognized  their land was in a 
unique  location where Strawberry Creek crosses under 
Harper Road, just 100 
feet from Dyes inlet.   
Learning they had the 
opportunity to make a 
positive change, they 
restored 160 feet of 
stream habitat that is 
used by spawning salm-
on and juvenile salmon, 
year round. 

The Hornes received a 
Backyard Habitat Grant through our KCD program. Stra-
tegic placement of woody vegetation was needed for the 
project, and the Horne’s donated 23 habitat logs from 
their own property to be embedded in the  stream.  With 
an estimated value of $11,000 in donated materials and 
labor, this was the most significant landowner contribution 
a Backyard Habitat Grant has received.  The Horne Family 
has made a great contribution to the health of Strawberry 
Creek and the fish who will live there.   

Access to miles of stream habitat on private property is 
open with the replacement of a bridge and culvert on 
Blackjack Creek. KCD is sponsoring these projects funded 
by the Family Forest Fish Passage Program, part of the 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources. 
These grants are a win-win for landowners and fish, as 
new culverts can improve access to homes, reduce flood-
ing and erosion, and improve habitat for fish and wildlife.

Habitat Grows in Blackjack Creek

2014  District Cooperator of the Year
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