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Teamwork at the Fair
Most Kitsap residents have visited the county fairgrounds at some point in their life. You may 
have attended as a 4-H kid, an entertainer, or a rodeo fan. There’s nothing like a sunny day at 
the fair, but if you experienced one of our great northwest summers, you might also have been 
on the grounds in a gully-washer! Water runoff on the walkways and around the barns has 
been a problem for visitors and for Barker Creek’s water quality. Finally, a solution is in progress!

At the end of 2010, Kitsap County Parks and Recreation, in collaboration with Kitsap Conservation District, successfully 
applied for and was awarded a Stormwater Retrofit and Low Impact Development (LID) grant of $496,292, with matching 
county funds of $156,250 for a project value of $625,000. This grant was from the Washington State Department of Ecol-
ogy. Subsequent to Kitsap County Parks and Recreation being awarded this grant, Kitsap County Surface and Storm Water 
Management (SSWM) and the Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) joined the collaboration with additional 
funding and administrative support. 

This grant is enabling the fairgrounds to install stormwater LID and agricultural Best Management Practices.  The retrofits 
will reduce storm water runoff volume and prevent sediment, bacteria, and nutrients from contaminating Barker Creek and 
Dyes Inlet shellfish beds.  In addition, these improvements will provide an opportunity for public education about Low Im-
pact Development and farm management practices that can be used in residential and small business situations.

How has the partnership worked so far? Kitsap County Parks has played a key role by assisting with labor and machinery for 
various phases of the implementation, coordinating the many groups and organizations that use the Fairgrounds through-
out disruptive construction, and managing the finances and contracts. Kitsap County Surface and Stormwater Management 
(SSWM) has enabled the project to move forward by assisting during the initial grant writing and submission, designing 
and retrofitting a storm water detention pond into a bio-filtration and infiltration pond, and creating educational signage. 
The Kitsap Conservation District has been providing Kitsap County Parks and Recreation with environmental  assessment, 
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2012 Cooperators of the Year
The Kitsap Conserva-
tion District's 2012 
Farmer of the Year 
award was presented to 
Barbara Eddy, owner 
of Barnabee Farm, at 
KCD’s August 8 an-
nual meeting.  Barna-
bee Farm, located on 
Bainbridge Island, is an 

environmentally conscious horse stable that offers full care 
boarding as well as dressage instruction and training.  The 
14+ acre farm is bisected by Springbrook Creek, a salmon 
bearing stream. 

Barbara cares deeply about protecting this stream, and has 
been working with the district for over 12 years to ensure 
that her farm’s activities do not adversely affect it. Kitsap 
Conservation District selected Barbara Eddy because of her 
exemplary efforts to protect Springbrook Creek, improve 
operations on the farm, and install many Best Management 
Practices. These include a roofed Waste Storage Struc-
ture to manage manure, HoofGrid footing in paddocks to 
reduce mud, filter strips to capture sediments flowing off 
paddocks, an oil-water separator to treat driveway runoff, 
and a mycofiltration berm to filter runoff before it enters 
Springbrook Creek. Thank you and congratulations Barb!  

The Habitat Cooperator of the Year award went to Walt 
and Amy Ritscher who applied to our first round of Back-

yard Habitat Grants 
in 2011.  They  had 
an old agricultural 
dam spanning Little 
Scandia Creek. Old 
steel drums and 
other debris pre-
vented fish from 
passing upstream, 
and Himalayan 

Blackberry had taken over the site.  Instead of ignoring the 
blockage, they decided to put effort and time into restor-
ing the stream to a more natural condition and improving 
fish passage.  

The Ritschers stood out as cooperators by taking owner-
ship of the project! They worked well with the contractor 
and were a joy to work with throughout the construction.  
The District appreciates their contribution to improving 
fish and wildlife habitat in their backyard.

This past May, the Washington State Conservation Com-
mission (WSCC) had end-of-fiscal year funding available for 
cost share for construction of Best Management Practices 
(BMPs). This meant landowners could apply for funding for 
projects like manure bins, cross fencing, exclusion fencing, 
heavy use area protection, pasture planting, restoration 
planting, stream work and more. The big catch was that 
these projects had to be completed by the end of June!

We jumped at the chance and staff held a meeting where 
we drafted a list of potential projects, then contacted 
landowners to see who might be interested, and able, to 
do a project on such short notice. We ended up submitting 
22 projects to WSCC, then waited to hear who would be 
drawn in their lottery. We got very lucky -- of these 22, 17 
were drawn! Not everyone chosen was able to complete 
their project, but in the end 13 projects were completed 
and $62,375 in cost share was awarded.

This isn’t the first time we’ve had a last-minute cost share 
opportunity, and it probably won’t be the last. If you’ve 
been thinking of doing any of the types of projects men-
tioned above, please contact us. We can help you with 
designs, siting, permitting and other issues in advance, 
so that if this opportunity comes again, you’ll be ready to 
move on it. Please contact us for details.

Summer Cost Share is a Win-Win



Funding for this newsletter was provided in part by the 
Kitsap County Surface and Stormwater Management pro-
gram and Washington State Conservation Commission.

engineered designs, retrofit planning, implementation, and 
construction oversight.  The Washington State Conservation 
Commission provided funding to augment the cost of de-
sign and construction by adding $25,775 to the 2012 fiscal 
year project funding. This collaborative  approach has been 
highly productive. 

Projects Completed in 2011:
•	 Two	rain	gardens	were	constructed	at	the	Presidents’	Hall.

Projects Completed in 2012:
•	 Two	3-bin	manure	waste	storage	structures	were	built,	

one at Thunderbird Arena and one near the horse barns.

Scholarships for Building Professionals 
to Attend Rain Garden Workshop

WSU extension is offering a two day workshop covering the 
design and installation of Rain Gardens, including benefits, 
regulations, site analysis, hydrologic modeling, materials speci-
fications, and maintenance. Special attention will be given 
on to how to market rain gardens to your clients. Handbooks, 
manuals and other electronic resources on rain gardens will 
be provided, including information on local regulations for 
unincorporated Kitsap County and Kitsap municipalities. 

Contact information for businesses that have completed 
the training will be provided to homeowners and small 
business owners in Kitsap County who are seeking to hire a 
professional firms for rain garden projects. 

The cost is $85 per day or $150 for both days. For Rain 
Garden Mentors the rate is $45 per day or $75 for both days. 
The class offers a total of 11 CPH and 11 CLT credits. Box 
lunch and beverages are included ONLY if you register ON 
OR BEFORE September 28, 2012. For registration information 
contact Colleen Miko cmiko@co.kitsap.wa.us 360-307-4378.

IMPORTANT:  Contact Helen Jones at 360-337-7171, Ext. 
27 to see if you are eligible for the tuition reimbursement. 
After you have completed the class, you will be reimbursed 
the full tuition.

Fairgrounds, Continued from front page •	 26,000	square	feet	of	badly	damaged	impervious	asphalt	
was removed.

•	 26,000	square	feet	of	LID	pervious	asphalt	paving	and	
infiltration systems were laid to capture and infiltrate all 
the rain water from the road surface, adjoining barns, and 
other buildings.

Still coming in 2012 and 2013:
•	 SSWM	will	convert	a	stormwater		retention	pond	to	an	in-

filtration pond, and Kitsap Conservation District will help 
plant it with native plants.

•	 A	roof	covering	for	an	existing	manure	storage	slab	with	a	
conversion of runoff lagoon to a rain garden is in the works.

•	 Gutters	and	downspouts	on	all	the	barns	are	in	the	design	
phase.

•	 Rainwater	bio-filtration	and	infiltration	for	the	Thunder-
bird Arena and covered grand stands is being designed.

•	 A	rainwater	infiltration	project	for	storm	water	from	the	
Van Zee building will be built.

Once all these BMPs are completed, the fairgrounds should 
be able to manage rainfall that has previously flooded the 
grounds and spilled into Barker Creek. This will help make 
the trip to the fair safe and enjoyable any time of the year, 
rain or shine, and protect the creek from contamination. We’ll 
keep you posted on the progress. If you have a homeowners’ 
association or another group that would like a tour of the LID 
practices, please call Jeff Krueger at 360-337-7171 Ext. 8.



2012 Project Type             Funding          Watershed 
Riparian Planting $300 Chico Creek

Refuse/weed removal $5,419 Dickerson/Chico Creek

Weed removal & planting $5,740 Wildcat/Chico

LWD placement $5,835 Cowling Creek

LWD & Stream Enhancement $10,500 Dickerson/Chico Creek

Stream Enhancement Design $10,600 Strawberry Creek

LWD & Stream Enhancement $15,000 Chico Creek
 

Backyard Habitat 
Grant Project: A grant 
from the county 
Surface & Storm-
water program is 
re-establishing habitat 
for fish on Dickerson 
Creek.  Volunteer 
Levi Stuart captures 
fish and moves them 
downstream during 
construction phases 
of the enhancement. 
project.

Dickerson Creek gets a Makeover
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This summer, two neighbors on Dickerson Creek worked to-
gether to restore their portion of the  stream using funding 
through the Backyard Habitat Grant Program funded by Kit-
sap County Surface and Stormwater Management (SSWM).  
Dickerson Creek, a tributary to Chico Creek, provides critical 
spawning and rearing habitat for salmon including Coho, 
Chum, Cut-throat and Steelhead. Failing rock and concrete 
walls were causing bank erosion. Noxious weeds smothered 
out native streamside vegetation. A shortage of large trees 
and woody debris (LWD), along with refuse such as crushed 
culverts and tires was creating poor quality habitat. All this 
was reducing the chances of successful spawning, and sur-
vival of salmon smolt before they return to the ocean.  

Spurred by their love of fish and their desire to preserve 
natural areas, the homeowners gave this stretch of the creek 
a total makeover.  The District assisted with coordination, 
permitting and planting, while the landowners contracted 
for design and construction, and helped work with the con-
tractors. Before work could begin, the creek was diverted 
around the work zone and fish were rescued from the result-
ing pools.  In one pool alone, over 200 fish were netted and 
released downstream.  Two rock walls were removed, and 
24 pieces of LWD were used to create in-stream habitat and 

to stabilize the banks.  In one section an old bridge abut-
ment was removed and the stream bank was sloped back to 
accommodate for high water flows.  Many large dump truck 
loads of noxious weeds were removed, along with one load 
of refuse.  This fall the whole area will be planted with Doug-
las fir, western red cedar and native riparian shrubs.  
 
Does your stream need a makeover? Applications for the 
next round of Backyard Habitat Grants are being accepted 
by the Conservation District from October 15 through 
November 15, 2012.  Landowners and local organizations 
in unincorporated Kitsap County are encouraged to apply. 
Contact Carin Anderson at (360) 337-7171 Ext. 22 or carin-
anderson@conservewa.net.
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